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my district for emergency purposes. As a re-
sult, I missed 4 rollcall votes.

Had I been present, the following is how I
would have voted:

Rollcall No. 320 (On Agreeing to the
Amendment) to H.R. 5121—‘‘Moran of Virginia
Amendment’’—‘‘Yea’’

Rollcall No. 321 (On Passage—H.R. 5121—
Legislative Branch Appropriations for Fiscal
Year 2003—‘‘Yea’’

Rollcall No. 322 (On Ordering the Previous
Question)—‘‘Yea’’

Rollcall No. 323 (On Agreeing to the Reso-
lution—‘‘Yea’’
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HONORING COLONEL JAMES A.
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FORCE
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OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2002

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
Colonel James A. Marker upon his retirement
from the United States Air Force.

Colonel Marker, who has served in active
duty for 43 years, is the longest serving mem-
ber of the Air Force currently on active duty.
When he first enlisted on June 1, 1959,
Dwight D. Eisenhower was the President of
the United States. He served as an enlisted
airman for 14 years before being commis-
sioned as an officer in October of 1973.

Colonel James A. Marker, Jr. is the Inspec-
tor General, 375th Airlift Wing, Scott Air Force
Base, Ill. As Inspector General, he supports
the wing commander through oversight of the
wing fraud, waste, abuse, and complaints pro-
gram, processing complaints from the military
and civilian work force, their families, the gen-
eral public, elected state and federal officials,
and higher headquarters personnel. He per-
forms complaint analyses to determine the ap-
propriate investigation method or referral
agency, appoints and trains investigation offi-
cers, conducts investigations, reviews evi-
dence, coordinates legal and appointing au-
thority review of completed reports of inves-
tigation, and notifies complainants of investiga-
tion findings.

Colonel Marker is a graduate of Jefferson
Union High School, Richmond, Ohio in 1958.
The Colonel earned a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Sociology in 1973 from the College of
Great Falls, Mont. and a Master of Science
degree in Criminal Justice in 1983 from Cen-
tral Missouri State University, Warrensburg,
Mo.

Colonel Marker entered the Air Force as an
airman basic and performed various duties as
an enlisted security policeman. He was com-
missioned as a second lieutenant in October
1973 through the Bootstrap Commissioning
Program and remained in the security police
career field. If the Air Force published a list of
air force terminology, the word ‘‘lifer’’ would
surely be in it. Next to it, possibly, would be
a picture of Col. James Marker. And he’d be
smiling. Being called a lifer no longer offends
him. On the contrary, he sees the term lifer as
a badge of honor, a proud testimony of his
long, devoted service.

However, his career almost didn’t get off the
ground. Marker had three relatives who fought

in World War II and inspired the 18-year-old to
join the Air Force. But the teen from Steuben-
ville, Ohio, wasn’t thinking of a lifelong com-
mitment when he signed up in Pittsburgh. He
wanted to be a photographer. But the Air
Force needed cops, air policemen back then.

He soon married Bev, and they both de-
cided he’d re-up. He’s has been doing that
ever since. The couple raised five children and
lived in too many places to count—three tours
were in Alaska. He is ending up here at Scott
Air Force Base, Illinois. After 14 years, Mark-
er, then a technical sergeant, decided to be-
come an officer. Col. Marker stayed because
he loves the people, his job and the service
he’s given his country. That he’s a true patriot
is apparent when he talks about that service.
‘‘If it were up to me,’’ Marker has said, ‘‘I’d
stay in the Air Force until the day I die.’’

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Colonel James A. Marker and to
congratulate him for his retirement after 43
years of active duty service in the Air Force.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. THOMAS M. BARRETT
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2002

Mr. BARRETT. Mr. Speaker, because of
commitments in my home state of Wisconsin,
I was unable to vote on rollcall No. 320
through 325. Had I been present, I would have
voted:

Aye on rollcall No. 320
Aye on rollcall No. 321
No on rollcall No. 322
No on rollcall No. 323
Aye on rollcall No. 324
Aye on rollcall No. 325
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2002

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to
participate in the following votes due to a fam-
ily medical emergency. If I had been present,
I would have voted as follows:

Rollcall vote 324, on agreeing to H. Con.
Res. 439, I would have voted yea.

Roll call vote 325, on agreeing to H. Res.
492, I would have voted yea.
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HON. XAVIER BECERRA
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2002

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on Monday,
July 22, 2002, I was unable to cast my floor
vote on rollcall Nos. 324, and 325. The votes
I missed include rollcall vote 324 on the Mo-
tion to Suspend the Rules and Agree to H.
Con. Res. 439, Honoring Corinne ‘‘Lindy’’ Clai-
borne Boggs; and rollcall vote 325 on the Mo-
tion to Suspend the Rules and Agree to H.
Res. 492, Expressing Gratitude for the 10-

month World Trade Center Cleanup and Re-
covery Efforts.

Had I been present for the votes, I would
have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall votes 324 and
325.
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OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2002

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, the 11th Con-
gressional District and Central Texas lost an
outstanding young citizen and one of the lead-
ers of the next generation with the untimely
death in June of Alexander (Alex) Moulton of
Clifton.

Alex and his twin sister Alyson were born in
Austin on December 14, 1982, the children of
Robert and Carol Moulton. In his all-too-brief
life, Alex, lived in Texas, Virginia, New Hamp-
shire and New Mexico before the family set-
tled in Clifton, a city of approximately 3,500
resident just north of Waco.

On a hot Texas summer afternoon in June,
Alex and a group of friends were swimming at
nearby Lake Whitney when one of Alex’s
friends started struggling in the water. Two of
the group ran for help and Alex went into the
water to help his friend. Alex was able to keep
the struggling swimmer afloat until help ar-
rived, but by then, he was exhausted himself.
Alex went under and stayed under. When his
friends were able to pull him to shore, they
could not resuscitate him. Alex Moulton, at
191⁄2 years of age, had given his life so that
another could live.

Losing a friend and a loved one is always
a heavy burden, a loss made even harder to
bear and more difficult to accept when it is
someone with the promise of such a bright fu-
ture. For Alex Moulton, who grabbed each
minute of life with joy, and held on until he
had wrung it dry of all the possibilities, every
day sparkled and every tomorrow looked even
more dazzling. This was the life that he sac-
rificed to help someone in trouble.

Mr. Speaker, I ask the Members of the
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring and celebrating the life of Alex Moulton.
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HONORING THE CHILDREN’S HOME
OF LUBBOCK

HON. LARRY COMBEST
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 23, 2002

Mr. COMBEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor and recognize the Children’s Home of
Lubbock, Texas for the outstanding work it
does on behalf of children in the State of
Texas. The Children’s Home of Lubbock has
shown an unwavering commitment to service
and placement of disadvantaged and deserv-
ing children.

The doors of The Children’s Home of Lub-
bock opened in 1954. The house began as an
extension of the Broadway Church of Christ in
Lubbock, Texas. Since that time more than
4,400 children have been helped either
through placement in a family or by receiving
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